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Rationale for developing the resource…

… and a brief introduction



DCU Research Data Management 
WG
• Convened 2019
• Representatives from Research Support, ISS, 

Library.
• Initially tasked with surveying DCU Staff on their 

perceptions of RDM practices
 How researchers manage research data in DCU?
What supports for research data management are 

needed in DCU?



DCU Staff Survey: Support for 
RDM in DCU
• 22% of Respondents Considered RDM Supports at 

DCU as Adequate
• 48% Wanted RDM Support when Writing a 

Research Proposal
• 69% of Staff Wanted Training in Writing Data 

Management Plans



Digital Curation Centre (DCC) Guidance
Data Creation

Documentation 
& Metadata

Ethics & Legal 
Compliance

Storage & 
Backup

Selection & 
Preservation

Data Sharing

Responsibilities 
& Roles

1. What data will you collect or create?
2. How will the data be collected?

3. What documentation will
accompany the data?

4. How will you manage 
ethical issues?
5. Will you manage 
copyright/IPR?

6. How will data be stored and 
backed up?
7. How will you manage access and 
security?

8. How will you 
determine what to 
keep?
9. What is the 
preservation plan?

10. How will you share the 
data?
11. What are the 
restrictions on sharing?

12. Who is responsible for 
data management?
13. What resources will you 
require?

Guidance & 
Things to 
Consider

Guidance & 
Things to 
Consider



Resources

• Directly downloadable for DCU Research Support 
webpage

• Accessible via RDM Library Guide “Wrapper” at Library
• Launch event (online) – February 2022





Why to share research data?

Benefits to you, research community and public:
 Increased research impact
 Ensuring research integrity of your research findings
 Long term preservation of research data
 Research and innovation 
 Funder requirements 
 Publisher requirements 



Questions to consider:

 How will potential users find out about your data?
With whom will you share your data and under what 

conditions?
What are the contractual obligations on data 

sharing?
What permissions will be needed to reuse the data? 
 How will you share the data e.g. via a repository, 

handle requests directly or any other mechanism?
When will you make the data available? 



Restrictions on data sharing 
Reasons not to share data include:
• Commercial value of data
• Need for confidentiality of data (security issues; personal 

data)
• The project’s aim might not be achieved
• No new data is generated 
 Provide details & justification of potential restrictions to 

share data in your DMP (proposal/post-award stage) 
 European Commission: “Research data should be as open 

as possible, as closed as necessary” (H2020 and Horizon 
Europe)



Useful resources & further 
guidance
• “Data sharing and how it can benefit your research career” (by 

Gabriel Popkin, NATURE, 13 May 2019)
• UK Data Service “Managing and sharing data: best practice for 

researchers” 
• Registry of research data repositories (re3data.org) 
• Zenodo (multidisciplinary repository)
• HRB Policy on Management and Sharing of Research Data 
• EU Open Science Policy
• Open Research Europe’s research data guidelines 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01506-x
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/media/622417/managingsharing.pdf
https://www.re3data.org/
https://zenodo.org/
https://www.hrb.ie/funding/funding-schemes/before-you-apply/all-grant-policies/hrb-policy-on-management-and-sharing-of-research-data/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/open-science_en
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/for-authors/data-guidelines




Ethical and legal compliance as 
part of DMP
• How will you manage any ethical issues?
− If personal data are processed, how will compliance with 

legislation on personal data and on security be ensured? 
−Have you gained consent for data preservation and sharing? 
−How will you protect the identity of participants if required? e.g. 

via anonymisation
−Consider whether ethical issues (e.g. sensitive data) can affect 

how data are stored and transferred, who can see or use them, 
and how long they are kept. Demonstrate awareness of these 
aspects and respective planning 

−Follow the national and international codes of conducts and 
institutional ethical guidelines, and check if ethical review (for 
example by an ethics committee) is required for data collection in 
the research project 



Ethical and legal compliance: DCU 
supports
• DCU Research Ethics Committee (website: procedures and 

guidance)
• DCU Data Protection Unit (website: procedures and guidance)
- DCU GDPR Advocates
• List of relevant DCU policies and procedures:
- Code of Good Research Practice
- DCU Data Privacy Policy
- DCU FoI Office
- DCU Data Classification Policy
- DCU ISS Guide to Encrypting Laptops, Mobile Phones and other 

devices 
- Etc..



Copyright and IPR issues
- Who owns the data? 
- How will the data be licensed for reuse? 
- Are there any restrictions on the reuse of third-party data? 
- Will data sharing be postponed / restricted e.g. to publish or seek 

patents? 
• DCU Supports:
- DCU INVENT (“Introduction to IP guide” and other supports)
- DCU IP Policy
• External supports & guidance: 
- Ireland’s National IP Protocol 2019
- Knowledge Transfer Ireland “Practical Guide to Managing IP”



Additional resources 
• DMP Guide: 5 examples of DMPs in Annex
• DCU Research Support website (regularly updated): 
- dedicated webpage on research data management
- link to the DMP Guide
- Irish and international funders’ RDM requirements
- DCU Library LibGuide “Managing Research Data”
- Research Data Management: IT considerations 

(guidance) 
- Individual meetings with researchers re: their DMPs (if 

they come early!)



Thank you!
ecaterina.mcdonagh@dcu.ie

research@dcu.ie

mailto:ecaterina.mcdonagh@dcu.ie
mailto:research@dcu.ie
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